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Sage's CIRCLE

wilh Candice Mance Sage, PhiD

Boinn and Destiny
- A Story of the Summer Solstice

m the kst Sage's Clrcbe, we leamed abows

Atne, the Soverclgney Goddess, assocd-
ared with the Summicr Solstiee Litha |LEE-
thah| celebrared om or abour June 20,21

Somerimes represenied by 3 rod marne,
hier anclent ceremontal siee = ar che I of
Amne, Cnoe Alne (also known as Knockainy)
in Con. Limierick, Ircland. The pagan fire ccl-
chravion of Litha 15 also assoclaed with the
Crak King, whien thie pawer of the sun cenlths
on the longest day of the year.

As Spring 15 a time for plancdng, summcs
TEpresends padenee a5 soods grow, Solstec s
a time o keok tmward and cxpand our 1deas
and destres by connectng with our highes
schwes, nourlshing our Hght and amplifying
our incencons. As | wrice this, 1 am reminded
thar It was one year ago tha | rrawelled from
Canada on my first homecoming e my Inish
roois. A plivocal Bfe joumey, 1 aonended 3 re-
oeE cxplorng anclent County Meath, the
Boyne Valley and tis CGoddiess lore. | sowegha
i discover my “ddn®™ - my Bfc gifi, an, and
purpose.

My homeccoming story 1s decply ded
it Boanm (Bdinn), the mythical goddess and
crearor of the River Boyne. According o beg-
cral, she was marmied o King Mechian who
jealously guarded and conrrodled che magl-
cal Well of Scgas, the well of knowledge.
Though forbldden by her hoshand, Eoann
wistied the well i est s powers. [ ls noie-
wirthy thar Boanm was having an affair wich
laghda, chich god of the Tuatha 12¢ Danann
and of Itfic and dearh. Mexa edicon [ will speak
merre of thelr reladonship and the bimh of
thedr son Acngus as colebraced by the festval
of Lughnasa.

It 1= unknown why Boann wene w the
Wil of Scgals b | speculare It was a siory
of conanclpation: she Hkely presided over the
will before her hushand the King so char nao

meani - nicheding her husband - should have
comarol over knowlodge, and thar @ should
be available wo all. Boeann, 10 her uman fomm,
sought vo umwind the power of the well by
wialking around &t widdershins [counoer-
clockwisc) three dmes. The waters surged
violenaly from thelr concainmens and rushed
novth-cast o the Idsh Sca. Boann and hier
diog [Dabilla were swopr away In wha would
bocome the River Boyne. 1Dahilla was bost,
and Boann lost an arm, a leg, and an eye in
thie .

The dismembermens and anndhilackon
of her female form ransformed her Inco the
(:oddess who then remerned knowledee oo
thie people of Ircland. In Gaclic, Boann means
“shining cow™ She k= assoctaed with The
River of Stars [the Milky Way ). Ar nghi, the

conseellacions of King Diaghda/Nuedha (O-
om) and Diabilla {Sidus the [oeg) shine wich
Bdann | Tawrus, a bovine) in the Biver Boymie.

On Summer Solstee 2024, 1 vished
Nrewgrange World Hertesge Siee, the hirth-
place and home of Aengus and the gods of
the ‘Tuarha 3¢ Danann. This Meolichle pe-
rind (3200 BL) womb feamures a large stone
cntance coversd with mskele, a symbsol
off three ncerbocked spirals radiaing from a
common cenore. This anclent symbaod relaes
i the Tr-goddess of Malden, Mocher, and
Crone, bur also himh, desth, and resurmec-
thom. Lacer thar evening, | bathed In thie dver
Bownie and fele her power.

£ £ Itis believed shat cervain sacrifices
must be mode o allow space for

&ifts from beyond the Veil.

T the dver 1 lost a plece of jescllery
I bcld dear - my (altanag wanch - a symibsal 1
assoclaned with a new bowve and Bfe. That re-
lationship would come crashing down rao
mionchs lacer, leaving me heanbroken, b
also with tmpoman lessons. | would maourn
the Iving, for whar was bur canmoo be any-
mire, Including boch my kst ove and my
fathier who swecumibed o vascular demenila
As with Boann, gricf alchemized the pain inco
leaming, and the lnsses would lead o learn-
Ineg and sharing with oahers.

As | have sinee discovered, my "din” 1s
0wl abour the old ways thar were los and
reanimare them inways thar people migho be
Inspired w discover thelr rooas and values
through mythology and archerypes.



